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Find A Breeder Page on the ALAC Website
https://www.lhasaapso.org/resources/ﬁnd-breeder
Marsha Susag ALAC Website
www.lhasaapso.org
Please check our Find A Breeder page on the website. If there are corrections to be made, email
Marsha at: dmsusag@msn.com
If you have puppies or young adults for sale, tell Marsha. And when they are all sold, be sure to
advise Marsha of that success. Without your help the website Breeder page cannot be kept current!
The Breeder page is accessible to the public and is intended to help people ﬁnd responsible
breeders from whom to purchase their Lhasa Apso companion or show dog! Breeders like you!
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President’ Message
September 5, 2020
Good Afternoon Everyone,
Best wishes and a Happy Labor Day to each of you! I hope
that you are safe and well.
I have some good news to share relating to ALAC and our members, congratulations to all.
Lifetime Achievement Award
The requirements for this award are that the member must be a member in good standing for a
minimum of twenty-ﬁve consecutive years and be nominated by a member of ALAC.
In addition, the member must have served on a committee or been an oﬃcer or board member for a
total of at least ten years. The person does not have to have served consecutive years and may have
served on diﬀerent committees or, on the board that, in total of all service, equals at least ten years.
Breeder judges who are also mentors could be included, as well as show chair, show committee,
JEC, ways and means, rescue work, etc.
At this time, for their lifetime of exceptional service and dedication to the Lhasa Apso and ALAC both

Jan Graunke and Ann Lanterman are being awarded the American Lhasa Apso Club Lifetime
Achievement Award. All of us should appreciate Jan and Ann’s devotion to the Lhasa Apso breed and
ALAC over the years. CONGRATULATIONS!!!
Member of the Year Award
This award can be presented annually to a member who has excelled on behalf of ALAC during the
previous calendar year. A member can nominate another member on the appropriate ALAC club. The
board can also nominate a member. The recipient will not be an oﬃcer or board member, but rather
someone running a committee or, doing any type work on behalf of ALAC that deserves recognition.
The selection of the recipient will be done by the board no later than the August board meeting.
At this time, for their exceptional service and dedication to the American Lhasa Apso Club, both

Mary Powers and Stephanie Kodis are being awarded the American Lhasa Apso Club
Member of the Year Award. Their eﬀorts maintaining and presenting each year ALAC’s Meet the
Breed Booth in New York is unmatched. Several of us know, and all can imagine, the herculean eﬀort
that it takes to haul ALAC’s Meet the Breed materials into New York City each year in the middle of
winter, most recently at the Jacob K. Javits Convention Center. CONGRATULATIONS!!
Oﬃcer and Board member elections
th

There were no nominations from the ﬂoor and as a result the Board, at its August 19 meeting,
accepted the Nominating Committee’s slate of oﬃcers and the Corresponding Secretary cast one
ballot for the nominated slate. The outcome of elections for the year beginning November 1, 2020 are
shown below. The Oﬃcers will be serving for a period of two years and the Board members for a
period of three years.
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President’ Message
OFFICERS:
PRESIDENT
VICE-PRESIDENT
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
RECORDING SECRETARY
TREASURER

Don Evans (MD)
Steve Campbell (FL)
Sandy Sorth (MO)
Naomi Hanson (AZ)
Jan Graunke (WI)

BOARD MEMBERS:
Class of 2023
Larry Bruton (OR)
Joyce Johanson (IL)
Polly Naumann (MO)
2023 National Specialty Week Judges ballot results
Ronnie Crowder, 53
Clay Williams, 45
Joe Walton, 39
Wendy Paquette, 24
Kim Meredith, 11
If you have any comments or questions, please do not hesitate to contact another Board member or me at any
time either at secattorney@msn.com or (202) 441-0297.
Stay safe my friends!!

Don
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You've Got A Friend – Landry the Therapy and ESA Dog
by

Eric King

My wife “Ava” and I ﬁrst moved to North Carolina in 2006. Ava wanted a new dog. She had lived in
apartments before we got married, but we now had a yard for a dog. My wife did her research and
she decided on a Lhasa Apso. We were able to ﬁnd a local breeder here in North Carolina, Jerri
McDonough. Ava picked up Landry from Jerry; it was love at ﬁrst cuddle. Little did we both know
that Landry's ability to provide other people the love and comfort needed was a natural talent.
We were told by many people, including our groomer Meg Wood, that Landry was not a normal
Lhasa Apso. Landry has an excellent temperament. Ava and I decided to encourage this unique
trait. We took Landry to Bonn-Clyde Dog training in Sanford, NC. Landry did excel in the puppy
classes. We decided to attend a Canine Good Citizen class with him. Every week we would drive to
classes and learn about obedience, distractions, and how to interact with the public. Landry passed
his CGC test with ﬂying colors. We also decided to take the Therapy Dog exam.
The Therapy Dog exam has two, or three diﬀerences from the CGC test. The ﬁrst diﬀerence is
distractions from other people and kids. The second diﬀerence in the test is being around
wheelchairs and walkers, common items in most nursing homes. The ﬁnal diﬀerence is to leave
food or other items on the ﬂoor. Much like the CGC test, Landry passed the Therapy Dog test with
ﬂying colors.
Landry received his Therapy Dog certiﬁcation via Therapy Dog International, TDI. I was Landry's
trainer and handler. Landry and I visited local nursing homes and hospitals in the Greensboro area.
The most rewarding part of these visits was putting a towel on the bed of some of the residents and
letting them pet Landry. They would talk about the memories and experiences of owning a dog.
They would speak with me about their dog and some of their fond memories of their dog. Landry
could tell that they were happy and would snuggle with them while lying on the towel. One of the
most rewarding things we did with TDI was visiting the Greensboro Children's Library. That is where
Landry took part in a TDI program called Tail Waggin' Tutors. The Tail Waggin' Tutor program allows
kids to read books to dogs and grow conﬁdence in reading.

“Landry was a great hit with the children
as a 'Tail Waggin' Tutor'. He was gentle
and calm. The children felt comfortable
enough to sit on the ﬂoor with him as
they practiced their reading skills.”
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You've Got A Friend – Landry the Therapy and ESA Dog

My wife Ava is a traveling doctor and works at hospitals all over the country. She has spent most of
her time over four years at hospitals in Des Moines. IA. Landry was Ava's companion and support
when she worked in Iowa. Landry was more than Ava's companion pet while working in Iowa
though. Landry became Ava's
Emotional Support Animal (ESA).

Name: Landry, CGC TKN
Sire: Ch Barjea’ Just Terriﬁc
Dam: Ch Barjea’ Tiﬀany of
McGD’
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Romeo

When I brought my Lhasa Apso “Romeo” home 7 years ago, I never imagined the journey
we would take together.
After we adopted our 3 1/2 year old Lhasa, Romeo gave me the emotional comfort and
unconditional love that I needed to get through the sudden passing of my husband. It was
then that I realized this little dog was someone special! I enrolled Romeo in a basic
obedience class. His two previous owners spoke Spanish, so he needed to learn English
as a second language! He passed his CGC and we began Therapy Dog training.
Romeo has been registered with Therapy Dogs International for ﬁve years. It has been
amazing to watch him show love and kindness with everyone he meets. The smiles are
priceless and tears humbling. We both miss our visits during this pandemic, but hope we
will be back loving again soon!

Sharon Apostol
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Suki & Reese

by Marsha

Susag

Leah Fujimoto bought a gold female puppy from me in
2013. Leah named her Suki. As we talked about picking
Suki up, we discovered that we live about 2.5 miles
apart on the north side of Fargo. Leah came to me
several years later and was looking for another
Lhasa Apso. Suki's brother had ﬁnished his
Championship and his Barn Hunt Novice title, so I
said you can have him. His name is Reese. Leah,
Suki, Reese and a neighborhood canine friend
regularly walk the park trails up here….doing a 3
mile per day circuit. Leah also takes Reese and
Suki to a residential / assisted living facility in Fargo
where her parents live.

Leah writes: My folks moved from the Mpls-St Paul,
MN area to assisted living in Fargo, ND three years
ago. Since then, Suki and Reese have been regular
visitors, making friends with the staﬀ and residents.
They have their regular stops, which they eagerly
check out for treats and scratches and adoration.
Then they scamper up the stairs to the 2nd ﬂoor, down
the hall, around two corners, and to my Mom and
Dad's apartment. I am sure they could ﬁnd the way
without me. Reese favors my Dad and Suki favors my
Mom. They spend a lot of time napping in my Mom's
and Dad's laps. Of course, my folks have a stash of
healthy dog treats which they share with Suki and
Reese. During the pandemic we have been having
daily FaceTime visits with ample time in ﬂip mode so
my folks can watch Suki and Reese. We have been
able to bring Suki and Reese to outdoor visits with my
folks this summer which everyone enjoys!
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Suki & Reese

MLS Dakota Suki and CH MLS Dakota The Man In The Suit RATN
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UPCOMING EVENTS
National Specialty - American Lhasa Apso Club
Holiday Inn Rte 66 West
Saint Louis, MO
BaRay Dog Events
CANCELLED

October 20, 2020 - October 23, 2020
Closing Date: September 30, 2020

Regional Specialty #1
Marsha Susag, Secretary
dogshows@barayevents.com

CANCELLED

Tuesday October 20, 2020
Closing Date: September 30, 2020
Judge: Barbara Alderman

Regional Specialty #2
Marsha Susag, Secretary
dogshows@barayevents.com

CANCELLED

Wednesday October 21, 2020
Closing Date: September 30, 2020
Judge: Randy Garren

Futurity & Maturity

CANCELLED

Veteran’s Sweeps

CANCELLED

Thursday October 22, 2020

American Lhasa Apso National Club Specialty
CANCELLED

Friday October 23, 2020
Judge: Carolyn Herbel

American Lhasa Apso Club, Inc.
Bella Vista Training Center
730 Mt Airy Rd
Lewisberry, PA
Robert Kripaitis
(717) 542-0427
trialsec@bvtrainingcenter.com

October 30, 31, November 1, 2020
Judge: Zach Davis

American Lhasa Apso Club, Inc.
Bella Vista Training Center
730 Mt Airy Rd
Lewisberry, PA
Robert Kripaitis
(717) 542-0427
trialsec@bvtrainingcenter.com

November 16, 17, 2020
Judge: Amy Novak

Twin Cities Lhasa Apso Club
On the Run Canine Center
13835 Aberdeen St. NE,
Ham Lake, MN
Joan Kurlander
agilitywawa@comcast.net

November 27, 28, 29, 2020
Judge:

AKC RALLY®
American Lhasa Apso Club, Inc.
Bella Vista Training Center
730 Mt Airy Rd
Lewisberry, PA
Patricia Mowery (267) 374-3258
trialsec@bvtrainingcenter.com

December 4, 2020 Two Trials
Judge:

Therapy Dogs - Julia & Buttons
by Dana Read
My best friend for decades, Betty Chidley, was a woman of enormous love for the breed of Lhasas.
And her love and exuberance of the breed did not stop at the conformation ring. She found new
ways to share the wonders of our breed through therapy work.
Living in the populous Greater Miami area, there were a lot of
opportunities to help others and help Betty did. She had two
bitches in particular, Buttons and Julia, aka CH Tatlisu’ Bon
Appetite (Buttons) and CH Tatli Su Tarahuﬀ My Fair Lady
(Julia) who were both very talented in spreading love and good
cheer. Both bitches were certiﬁed by Therapy Dog
International. Many a morning Betty and I would be "shooting
the breeze" on the phone when she would have to hang up to
take one of the girls for a scheduled visit. She particularly loved
taking Julia to an elementary school for "reading" visits – can
you just imagine the fun of a child reading a story to a Lhasa
with Betty's gentle nature helping out??? Betty's across the
street neighbor and great friend Patty Fisher would take
Buttons to hospitals to help with PT and OT. And Buttons, being
a small girl who was an Irish import, was PERFECT for the job.
Just as her name suggested, she was as cute as a button!
Julia also appeared in a Just For Men commercial.
Betty stayed with the therapy program until her
ﬁnal battle with cancer. I know the work gave both
her and her dogs much joy and focus. God bless
all who put forth the time and eﬀort to help others
in need of Lhasa cuddles and the positive energy
encased in those small yet robust packages. Just
goes to prove that a Lhasa's beauty is NOT just
skin (or hair) deep!!!!!
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What are the diﬀerent types of Services Dogs?
by
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Eric King

What are the diﬀerent types of Services Dogs?
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A Lhasa Apso For Detecting Low Blood Glucose Levels
By

Anne Swantee

- Wiggles’ #l Fan

We love our Lhasas. They make us laugh, cry and we know why they are regularly included in the
list of the ten most stubborn dog breeds. For most of them life is having a good time whether playing
with their dog family or their human family. The Lhasa I am going to tell you about was not like that
at all. From the beginning, she was a very serious dog. Her name was Wiggles, CAN CH Idecleir
Buddons and Bows. She was a beautiful dog who did leave us, but also left us with amazing
memories.
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Her owner Susan Decleir is a Type 1
diabetic who has had diabetes for
over ﬁfty years. Using a pump that
administers a measured amount of
insulin per hour, Susan counts her
carbs and through trial and error has
learned to keep things on an even
keel. Sometimes though, with stress,
irregular mealtimes and other
variables, her sugar count is too low.

The ﬁrst time Wiggles tried to get
Susan’s attention by tapping her with
her paw Susan said “What are you
doing? Go sit down.” When Wiggles
would not give up, Susan’s husband
Ron suggested she check her sugar.
Sure enough, it was low and in
hundreds of times since that day, she
made it her job to alert Susan
whenever it was necessary. If the
paw tapping did not work, she would
resort to barking and, in a few cases, she had gone over to Ron and barked at him. The problem
was that Susan was feeling okay, but Wiggles could detect that things were not what they should be.
When Wiggles was twelve, she decided that her days as Susan’s guardian angel were over. Seeing
how important Wiggles had been to her well-being, her place was taken by a gregarious Tibetan
Terrier named Banting. Wiggles proved to us that she was much more than a beautiful face.
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Patches went to Hospice
of Midland to get her new
“business” cards. Aren't
they the cutest?
Linda Harrington, Midland, TX
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by

Cassandra de la Rosa

Below is a chronicle of therapy dog Scout, aka GCH MyTy Rainbow Suntory Scout.
Scout came to us when her breeder, Pat Collier, died. We were co-breeders and we ﬁnished a grand
championship on her along with a group placement.
Motherhood was not in the cards for Scout, who resorbed every pregnancy at 37 days, so we looked
for a retirement home for her. Little did we know that the “retirement” was to become a wonderful and
fulﬁlling career as a therapy dog.
Scout went to Teena in 2014. Most of what follows are reports from Teena on Scout’ progress. Missing
is the serious work Teena did to get this lovable but typically stubborn Lhasa Apso certiﬁed as a
therapy dog, including passing CGC and obedience classes plus therapy certiﬁcation.
2015
She follows me around the house like my shadow. She's been going a lot of places with me as I want
her to be exposed to all diﬀerent kinds of noises and things as it will help when we go out as a therapy
team. Right now we go up to the Evergreen Health Hospice Center every Friday 10-12. She has done
wonders up there and the people, family members, and staﬀ just love her. Because of her size it
makes it easy for me to hold her up for the patient or put her on the bed. I've seen some wonderful
reactions from the patients even those who are somewhat comatose. What a jewel she is!
My little girl is deﬁnitely giving back and it is wonderful that we get to do it together! We are now listed
on their website under volunteer, AAT (Animal Assisted Therapy). Also on their Facebook a couple of
weeks ago, she is a star!
2016
We are still doing the hospice every Friday, and the hospital two Wednesdays a month. She is really
making a name for herself in the hospital. She prances through the main galleria like she owns the
place. Just trying to walk through the main sections can take a long time as everyone wants to stop us
and see her. She gets lots of smiles from people also. We saw one lady right before she went into
surgery who wanted to see Scout. I took her over to her and put her on the lady's lap. The lady had
really been shaking before Scout got on her lap and when I went to take her oﬀ as they were ready to
wheel her into the OR, the lady was not shaking at all. It has been really amazing what that little pup
has done for people. The connection is awesome!
Recently we joined what is called "College Dogs". It's a group of people who visit the University of
Washington and dormitories to give the students some de-stressing time with the dogs. Last week we
went to the UW school of public health and saw about 250 students. They hugged her and petted her
and were so excited to see the dogs. She was the only small dog there so I said she was deﬁnitely
the "cutest". Had a lot of fun.
2017
We are still doing a lot of stuﬀ as a therapy team. We do hospice, the hospital (waiting rooms for
family waiting for someone in surgery and the waiting room for mammogram patients), a local nursing
home, and of course the colleges. Most of those are at the U of W but we have gone to Seattle U and
local community colleges.
People just love her, especially after she bats her little eyes at them. What a doll baby and I am
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having such fun with her. I know I have said it before but thank you for giving her to me! I cannot
imagine life with out her.
2018
We ended the school year with College Dogs doing numerous visits at the UW. Lots of fun but a lot of
visits in a couple of weeks. I had one young man who fell in love with her and wanted to borrow her to
take with him when he gave his speech in his medical class. Also went to a fraternity for the ﬁrst time,
the kids were very respectful and the visit was great. We ended the year by visiting Mercer Island
High School and what an experience! We had 7 teams there and there was a line out the door of the
room of kids waiting to get in to see the dogs. We must have seen about 200 kids in an hour. They
stood in-line during their lunch hour and were just so excited. Was a lot of fun.
2019
I wanted to send you a picture of Scout's hospital badge.
Scout now has her picture in a book that is for traveling and doing things with your dog in the
northwest. She is a star.
She has also been a part of a ﬁlm that some producers and reporters from South Korea are creating
on an animal therapy program in the US. It took place at the UW and with the help of some of the
students there and interpreters the ﬁlming was so much fun. Hopefully we will get to view the ﬁnal
copy. At least we are trying to work at getting a copy. They took pictures of each team as they came
into the room and each one as they interacted with the students. Got asked a ton of questions about
Scout and about how we came to get into the program and what it entailed to get there. They whole
thing took about an hour and a half. One reason that I made a special eﬀort to be there was that the
gal in at the UW that planned this sent out a special request for "that little adorable Scout" to be there.
I couldn't pass that up!
We are still doing the 2 nursing homes, hospice, the hospital and colleges so our lives are so full of
fun things to do. I just love to watch her interact with people and how much enjoyment she gives out. I
am not sure if I told you or not but at the Mercer Island High School event we went to at the close of
their year in early June, I even had one young girl start to cry when she saw her. She said that she
was just too cute!
Late 2019
We are ending our time of volunteering as a therapy team at the hospital and hospice on the 31st.
We have been doing it for 5 years and it is time for both of us. Can not believe she will be 13 years old
in 2020 and there is a lot of walking when we go to the hospital to visit. I end up carrying her back to
the car, so yes it is time to stop. We are leaving with 340 hours done and people are just so upset as
they cannot believe Scout will not be there after the 1st. One of the volunteer coordinators even
started crying. I was told by many of them that she is their favorite therapy dog out of all of the 13
teams. Does not surprise me with the way she prances through the hospital. The nurses just all laugh
at her as she acts like she owns the whole place. She got a bag of cheese as her goodbye gift (she
loves cheese, but only gets a small amount everyday). I got ﬂowers but am sharing them with her.
We will continue with the 2 nursing homes as it is only 1 time per month. We will also keep up the
College Dog group as I can pick the events we can attend, more ﬂexibility. College Dogs is also doing
disaster visits so we will be doing that too. Once in a while there is a student suicide or other type of
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death aﬀecting the students and we go in to provide comfort.
2020
Scout and Teena are retired due to the pandemic.

ALAC Online - September 2020 - Page 29

