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ALAC Online is published monthly by the American Lhasa Apso Club, Inc. It is 
supported by member dues and paid advertising. The opinions and views expressed 
in this publication are not necessarily those of ALAC, the publisher, or its 
advertisers. The advertising space provided in ALAC Online is purchased and paid 
for by the advertiser. ALAC Online and its staff are not responsible for opinions and 
statements expressed in signed articles or paid advertisements. None of the 
products or services are necessarily endorsed by ALAC.

Distribution:
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  This will help prevent your copy of ALAC Online info@mardeckgraphicdesign.com.

from going into your Spam Folder, or maybe not getting it at all. 

ALAC Online will be published and distributed by the last day in each month via email. It is 
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at   info@mardeckgraphicdesign.com
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Here are some critical questions for you:

The American Lhasa Apso Club (ALAC). 

What does it mean to you as a member? 

Why are you part of it? What do you expect from the club—and more importantly, what should the club 
expect from you?

Did you support the AKC Purebred Preservation Bank for the Lhasa Apso? Did you attend the National 
Specialty in Gettysburg last fall? Have you stepped up to serve on a committee?

If you answered no to these questions, ask yourself: why not?

Are you waiting for someone else to take action? To breed the next generation of Lhasas? To ensure our 
beloved breed doesn't fade into obscurity. If so, you forfeit the right to criticize the results—because 
without participation, there is no progress.

This club is not about any one of us; it's about the Lhasa Apso. This is a breed that was treasured and 
fiercely protected for centuries. Are we going to be the ones who let that legacy slip away?

Some of you may not like reading this. That's okay. If it makes you stop and think—if it sparks even one 
more person to get involved—then it's worth saying. The officers and board members are not the club. You 
are. We are simply members who chose to step up.

We want to hear from you. We want to see you at Nationals. We want your ideas and your stories. When 
more people get involved, new committees form, new events happen, new friendships are made—and 
yes, new litters are born.

This is your call to action. Let's move forward together. If you're already serving on a committee, thank 
you—share your work. If you're not, now is the time to start. Reach out to me, a board member, or Polly 
Naumann, our Regional Club Liaison. Let's build momentum.

Lhasas are excelling all over the country—in the show ring, in performance, obedience, tricks, or simply as 
beloved companions. Let's make sure they always have a future.

With respect,
Jan Graunke
President

ALAC Online March 2025 Issue Page 4





Dorothy Joan Kendall was such an influence and resource for all things Lhasa Apso, and for us, 
Toy Fox Terriers as well. Her Orlane Lhasas are behind our Lhasas along with Kinderland Ta Sen, 
Ruffway, and many others. We were lucky to have Joan and Linda in our Mid-Atlantic area 
participating in our NCALAC and CMLAF clubs in years past. It was wonderful seeing Orlane dogs 
at our area shows and it was always enjoyable connecting with Joan and Linda there.

You could count on Joan's candid and helpful thoughts about dogs. I remember taking pups from 
my very first litter of Lhasas to a show to socialize them and I was happy to see Joan there to 
show them to her. I had a male puppy on lead practicing while talking to Joan. I asked her for her 
thoughts about him and she smiled and said, “You do see he's high in the rear don't you?” Joan 
could be counted on to 'call it' honestly! (He did level out as he grew. I appreciated Joan's opinion 
and she would generously give her time to discuss dogs and the breed.

Years later, at a show, I admired a handsome Toy Fox Terrier Joan was showing and became 
interested in learning about the breed.  During the next several weeks, when I would contact Joan, 
she answered my many questions and ultimately connected us to Dana Plonkey, a breeder of 
TFTs.  Over time we added three Toy Fox Terriers to our Lhasa family. The two breeds got along 
so well together. Joan continued to mentor me in TFTs through time, helping in many ways. I 
attended a Toy Fox Terrier National Specialty in Oklahoma to show one of our young dogs and he 
won his very large class which was a thrill.  Joan introduced me to the TFT people attending and 
was so helpful in so many ways there as she was always.

Don and I are proud to have Orlane Lhasas in our dogs' pedigrees and enjoyed what our Toy Fox 
Terriers added to our lives. We thank and will remember Joan for the many ways she impacted 
our story - sharing her time, knowledge and friendship - as she did for so many others. 

Margie Evans

A Tribute to Joan Kendall
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An Interview with Marie Allman 
by Janice Nepita

Marie Allman is a very active 88-year-old who has been a member of ALAC for 50 years. 
Marie has served 4 terms on the ALAC board and was the Logo Committee Chair that held the 
contest for our logo. She has been President of the Lhasa Apso Club of Greater Houston since 
1985. Marie does woodworking and has made a Lhasa Mirror and Lhasa Cutting Board for ALAC's 
auction several times. She also makes wedding cakes and has even made a Lhasa puppy cake for 
ALAC several times. In addition, Marie has served as ALAC resource for futurity issues.  

Marie and Wilmer were married for 62 years before his passing in 2022. Wilmer was supportive of 
and helped care for her Lhasas. Marie still drives and recently returned from visiting her daughter in 
Florida, a trip that had to be extended due to her hospitalization with the Flu. Marie’s other daughter 
lives in Oregon.

Several years after Marie and Wilmer were married, they visited a pet shop and met a Lhasa. It 
turns out she was an escape artist. They did not purchase her, but bought their first Lhasa in1974 
and began breeding 1-2 years later.

Marie and Wilmer were a team at the Nationals for many years. He also helped set up the rings for 
the show.  Marie is planning to attend the 2025 Lhasa Apso Nationals in Ohio with Nancy.  And yes, 
she will drive!  

Marie is one of the recognized Hamilton breeders, but actually discovered the Hamilton line by 
accident. She purchased her Nikki, a pure Hamilton bitch and when she met Carolyn Herbel, she 
gave her a tutorial on the Hamilton Line. Since that day, she has been devoted to the continuation 
of that line.  She has placed Hamilton Lhasa Apsos in several different countries, including the 
Netherlands, South Africa, Spain, Canada and Mexico.  

Marie has always had a list of names for her Lhasas, but believes they truly name themselves. They 
have so many antics and habits. For instance her Belle hugs her when she picks her up, and when 
her foundation bitch Nikki was a puppy, she honestly ruled the house.  

Marie told of one Lhasa she had that would not walk on a lead, despite that many others took her in 
the ring. One judge said if she takes 3 steps, I won't dismiss her. (Yes, she took the 3 steps).
Her most favorite memory is when her 10-month-old male Chiyoko's Dancing with the Stars won 
Best in Show from the bred by class in November 2007.

If her Lhasas could talk, they would tell her how much they miss Wilmer.  

(Janice Nepita: On a personal note, I met Marie in 2000 when my daughter Nikki and I were searching for a 
Hamilton Lhasa.  She introduced us to Robin Nagel.  We have kept in contact over the years.)   
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An Interview with Pat Page 
by Janice Nepita

I first met Pat in 1980, when our daughter turned 4 and we wanted to give her a Lhasa. Pat had a 6-month-old black 
puppy and Nikki fell in love with him and he with her. Sen lived to be 21.  

The Nepita’s have continued their love of Lhasas and over the years acquired 2 other black males from Pat.  Buddy 
received his Rally title and Jack earned grand champion. They spoiled Nikki for any other Lhasas, because they were 
a hard act to follow.    

 
Pat Page is a member of the Sunshine State Lhasa Apso Club, but her interest in Lhasa Apsos 
began over 53 years ago. Her kennel name is Ky-Ken Lhasa Apso. She lived in New York and was 
looking for a pet for her children so she visited a breeder of Old English Sheepdogs. The breeder 
happened to be babysitting a small puppy. Pat was drawn to the puppy and found out it was a 
Lhasa Apso. She purchased the Old English, but could not get the Lhasa Apso out of her mind.  

Within the month she was looking for a Lhasa Apso.  She answered an ad for a Lhasa and when 
she visited the owner found they had the dog tied to a tree in the back yard. The poor Lhasa was 
covered in mats and snow balls. Despite that he had a hernia but she bought him. She also had a 
Vet check out the hernia, but found it was already closed off.  

Pat took him to a friend who encouraged her to put a lead on him and he walked. The Lhasa 
advisor was impressed and encouraged her to enter him in puppy shows. The judges at the puppy 
shows liked the dog but said she needed to do a lot of work. Since then she has used handlers.  

She moved to Hopkins, SC near Columbia, SC in 1977 where she lived there for 13 years.  They 
then moved to Florida where they resided for 30 years.  After her husband's death Pat moved to 
Lexington, SC to be near her daughter.  

Pat has a list of names for her Lhasas, but tends to lean towards songs.  Although she gives them 
all call names, the owners actually name the puppies. She does however insist they keep her 
kennel name. 

She loves the way they play together, jumping on each other and she loves that when she is 
sitting, they will jump on her in response to praise.  

Pat’s training challenge has been house breaking. Since she doesn't have a fence, she lets them 
out on the deck. She also introduces them to pads. 

Pat has never forgotten the first time her dog won Winners Dog.  She felt was excited and 
overwhelmed. That feeling continues even now when sitting at ring side and her dogs win.

If her Lhasa could verbally talk to her, they would say how much they love her.  
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S = Specialty
SE = Supported Entry
DS = Designated Specialty

National Capital Area Lhasa Apso Club
DS
Saturday April 19, 2025
Judge: Cindy Vogels

Maryland State Fairgrounds
2200 York Rd.
Timonium, MD
Held with the Baltimore County KC Shows
MB-F Inc.
(336) 379-9352

Central Maryland Lhasa Apso Fanciers
DS
Sunday April 20, 2025
Judge: April Clyde

Maryland State Fairgrounds
2200 York Rd.
Timonium, MD
Held with the Baltimore County KC Shows
MB-F Inc.

(336) 379-9352

Merrimack Lhasa Apso Club Specialty 
S
Friday May 30, 2025
Judge: Stacey La Forge  
Sweeps & Veteran Sweeps
Judge: Kevin Flynn

Crackerbarrel Fairgrounds, 
Wrentham Developmental Center, 
Emerald St, Wrentham, MA
Contact Show Secretary Dianne Tyree for a PL
alfabch@me.com
or Specialty Chair Arna Margolies, 
rjaylhasa@comcast.net

Merrimack Lhasa Apso Club Specialty 
DS
Saturday May 31, 2025 
Judge: Jon Cole

Ladies Dog Club
Crackerbarrel Fairgrounds, 
Wrentham Developmental Center, 
Emerald St, Wrentham, MA
Superintendent: MB-F 
(336)379-9352

Merrimack Lhasa Apso Club Specialty
SE
Sunday June 1, 2025
Judge: Dan Dowling 

Ladies Dog Club
Crackerbarrel Fairgrounds, 
Wrentham Developmental Center, 
Emerald St, Wrentham, MA
Superintendent: MB-F 
(336)379-9352

Do you have a Lhasa litter? Well, share the joy 
with us all in ALAC Online! 

Litter Announcements are free! 
Spread the word....!
Announcements are free! 
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ANSWERS
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