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ALAC Online is published monthly by the American Lhasa Apso Club, Inc. It is 
supported by member dues and paid advertising. The opinions and views expressed 
in this publication are not necessarily those of ALAC, the publisher, or its 
advertisers. The advertising space provided in ALAC Online is purchased and paid 
for by the advertiser. ALAC Online and its staff are not responsible for opinions and 
statements expressed in signed articles or paid advertisements. None of the 
products or services are necessarily endorsed by ALAC.

Distribution:

Effective immediately, please add the following email to your email address book: 
  This will help prevent your copy of ALAC Online info@mardeckgraphicdesign.com.

from going into your Spam Folder, or maybe not getting it at all. 

ALAC Online will be published and distributed by the last day in each month via email. It is 
also available on the ALAC website under the Members Only section. 

To stop receiving this publication, or report difficulties in receiving it, contact Marnie Layng
at   info@mardeckgraphicdesign.com
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Looks like Spring may be here in most parts of our country. Flowers 
blooming. Trees ge�ng leaves of green. Lhasa Apso puppies being 
born. Lhasa Apsos winning Best in Shows, Reserve Best in Shows, 
Group placements al l over our country this spr ing. 
Congratula�ons to all of you. 

I wanted to thank Ellen Voss for sending to ALAC several historical documents from a California Lhasa Apso 
club that is no longer a club. She sent documents, photos, a Tibetan shawl and looks to be a table covering. I 
will share them soon with photos so all of you can see them. Thank you, Ellen, for sharing this history with 
all of us. We appreciate it.

If you received a strange email or text from me, spam it, delete it, report it. I have done all I can to prevent it 
from happening again, so fingers crossed. If you don't receive emails from the email address in our 
Member Directory, it is not me. Remember in this world of mul�ple scams and spams, you need to be 
vigilante in looking at the address the email is coming from. IF you don't recognize it, delete it.

Meet the Breeds is an important part of many all-breed clubs. We par�cipate in the American Kennel Club 
Meet the Breeds annually in New York. It is a lot of work, but well worth it. Look in your areas for Pet Fairs, 
Pet Expos, Meet the Breeds. Try to get invited to a�end them as an exhibitor. In Wisconsin we have several 
of these fairs and have begun to get informa�on on them to a�end as an exhibitor. What a great way to 
share the benefits of our great breed by a�ending one of these. Some are one day on a weekend for about 
4-5 hours. Some are a full day or weekend. See what fits for you before you decide to go. You can share 
what you find with me or any board member for guidance.  Let's get the word out about our beloved breed.

The 2025 Na�onal Show Commi�ee is doing a great job of organizing our next Specialty week. Please 
a�end and invite your puppy owners to come along too. It is a great �me to celebrate our breed. Because 
of low a�endance numbers in the past few years, we may not have as many events happenings, but please 
a�end and meet your fellow breeders. There is much to learn from other breeders. There is a Breeder 
Educa�on program being planned and other social events. Don't forget to nominate your li�ers for the 
Futurity. You can do that on line on our website. There is no cost to nominate, nor to enter the Futurity, or 
Maturity at the Na�onal Specialty week. This is a great event to show off your puppy and what your 
breeding program brings to the Lhasa Apso world. Many great friendships start from an entry in the 
Futurity. It is the future of the breed. Show them off!!!

Have a great Spring; be safe in all this crazy weather.  Hope to see you around the rings. Till next month, 

Jan Graunke

President’s
Message

Jan Graunke
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NOHS REGIONAL EVENT

In the Spring of 2024 AKC came up with the idea of a pilot program for Regional NOHS Events. Clubs 
had to apply to hold one of these events. AKC selected eight all-breed clubs in different regions of the 
country. The timing for the program aligns with the 2025 AKC NOHS Finals qualifying period of 
September 2024 to September 2025. These events are structured like the NOHS Finals in Orlando, 
except it is open to all owner-handlers. Winning entries receive double the NOHS qualifying points 
towards the 2025 NOHS Finals in Orlando. The event is held as a standalone and cannot be held 
with an all-breed show.

AKC NATIONAL OWNER-HANDLED SERIES REGIONAL

The AKC National Owner-Handled Series Regional is a non-titling competition for dogs that are 
exhibited by their owners that meet the NOHS eligibility requirements 
 
The AKC National Owner-Handled Series Regional is an independent event and requires an entry 
form and fee specific to the event.
 
The AKC National Owner-Handled Series Regional consists of a single class of all dogs (regardless 
of championship and/or sex) of a single breed or variety. NOHSR Best of Breed/Variety will be 
selected from the single class and the winner will advance to compete in its respective variety group. 
Group First winners will compete for the AKC National Owner-Series Regional Best in Show. Groups 
may be held simultaneously.
 
This competition is open to all dogs and owners meeting the NOHS eligibility regulations. Dogs must 
be intact to compete.
 
Winning dogs at a NOHS Regional event will be awarded NOHS points as follows:
 

REGIONAL NOHS ONLY POINTS

Placement Points

Owner-Handled Best in Show 200

Owner-Handled Reserve Best in Show 150

Owner-Handled Group 1 60

Owner-Handled Group 2 40

Owner-Handled Group 3 30

Owner-Handled Group 4 20

Owner-Handled Best of Breed 10

Ladies’ Dog Club in Massachusetts was selected as one of the eight clubs to hold one of these 
events. They will be holding the second to last one. The regional event will be held on Friday, June 
30th, of the Ladies’ Dog Club Show Weekend, Saturday, May 31st and Sunday, June 1st. This is the 
same location and weekend for the Merrimack Lhasa Apso Club Specialties. We hold our 
Independent Specialty on Friday. Over the weekend we hold a Designated Specialty and a Supported 
Entry at the Ladies’ Shows. All events are held at the Crackerbarrel Fairgrounds, Wrentham 
Developmental Center, Wrentham, MA.

ALAC Online April 2025 Issue Page 6



The Superintendent for the Ladies’ Dog Club Weekend including the NOHS Regional Event is MB-F. 
For a Premium List for the MLAC Independent Specialty on Friday, May 30th, contact the Show 
Secretary Dianee Tyree, alfabch@me.com.

Doug Ljungren, EVP for Sports & Events, said “the NOHS Regionals are meant to celebrate the 
dedication and enthusiasm of owner-handlers and to showcase the quality dogs they are exhibiting.

Submitted by Arna Margolies
rjaylhasa@concast.net
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Merrimack Lhasa Apso Club was organized in 1972 and currently has 34 members. Their 
current officers are President Laura Rock, Vice-President Stephanie Kodis, Recording / 
Corresponding Secretary Kat Morrison, Treasurer Marcia Read, Board Members Patty 
Morrow, Donna Cappadona, Bobby Wood, and Specialty Chair Arna Margolies.

Arna reports that the love of the breed, holding specialties and the friendships between 
members truly keeps the club going. The problems include getting new members to join. 
 
Lhasas are a low entry breed, so it is hard sometimes for those showing in conformation 
to obtain majors. The members share information about the club when they sell their 
puppies and are willing to speak with anyone interested in the breed. MLAC membership 
fees are $25 for adults, $32 for families, and juniors are free. The average age of their 
membership is in the mid-60's.  Most of the membership comes from New England, but 
there are also members from all over the eastern part of the country. They do not have 
regularly scheduled meeting times and usually meet at dog shows ahead of which 
notification goes out to the members.  Board meetings are held via conference calls or 
zoom.  

MLAC plans moving forward include getting more Lhasa owners involved. They are 
currently working with the Bay Colony Tibetan Terrier Club to potentially hold activities 
together.  They are going to share a judge for their Independent Specialties this spring 
and, if successful, this will continue.

The club holds one Independent Specialty with a Sweeps and 2 Designated Specialties, 
one of which has a Sweeps, held at two Massachusetts based All Breed Clubs - Ladies 
Dog Club and Eastern Dog Club.  The MLAC club is devoted to the survival of the breed 
and to supporting Preservation Breeders.  

MLAC's upcoming show information can be found in the Upcoming Events section. 

Merrimack Lhasa Apso Club
Interview with Arna Margolies by Janice Nepita
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S = Specialty
SE = Supported Entry
DS = Designated Specialty

Merrimack Lhasa Apso Club Specialty 
S
Friday May 30, 2025
Judge: Stacey La Forge  
Sweeps & Veteran Sweeps
Judge: Kevin Flynn

Crackerbarrel Fairgrounds, 
Wrentham Developmental Center, 
Emerald St, Wrentham, MA
Contact Show Secretary Dianne Tyree for a PL
alfabch@me.com
or Specialty Chair Arna Margolies, 
rjaylhasa@comcast.net

Merrimack Lhasa Apso Club Specialty 
DS
Saturday May 31, 2025 
Judge: Jon Cole

Ladies Dog Club
Crackerbarrel Fairgrounds, 
Wrentham Developmental Center, 
Emerald St, Wrentham, MA
Superintendent: MB-F 
(336)379-9352

Merrimack Lhasa Apso Club Specialty
SE
Sunday June 1, 2025
Judge: Dan Dowling 

Ladies Dog Club
Crackerbarrel Fairgrounds, 
Wrentham Developmental Center, 
Emerald St, Wrentham, MA
Superintendent: MB-F 
(336)379-9352

Greater Milwaukee Lhasa Apso Club
DS
June 28 and 29, 2025
Judges: Wood Wornall and 
Kimberly Anne Meredith

Kettle Moraine Kennel Club
West Bend, Wisconsin
Event Secretary: BaRay Event Services Inc.
(360) 755-7086

Do you have a Lhasa litter? Well, share the joy 
with us all in ALAC Online! 

Litter Announcements are free! 
Spread the word....!
Announcements are free! 
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For those who do not know Peter and I, we met on May 20, 1972 
and were engaged in June 1972.  I was an Army Nurse deployed 
to Germany.  

While there,  I was introduced to Peter, because we both loved 
dogs.  At that time, I had my first Lhasa (which my Dad did not 
consider a dog).  Peter had a Cardigan Corgi and I had my first 
black Lhasa, Sen-Gee-Po.  

Peter was German and we were introduced by a nursing assistant I 
worked with in Labor & Delivery.  We got married in 1973 and were 
transferred back to the States at the end of 1973.  I was one of the 
first women to have a baby while on active duty.
  
We have now been married for 53 years and have have 3 children:  
2 sons and 1 daughter: 1 daughter in- law and 1 son in-law-Stefan 
and Jutta, Sean, Nikki and Randy and 1 beautiful granddaughter:  
Anna Joy.  

Recently Peter decided to become a naturalized US citizen.  After 
much paper work and interviews, we joined 29 other people from 
20 different countries in Charleston, SC.  I am so proud of him.  

Congratulations Peter Nepita!    
by Janice Nepita
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